Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 288137 
ORIGIN DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO INR-07 L-03 DODE-OO OES-07 
FEA-01 ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-01 ERDA-05 
FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 INT-05 10-13 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 NSF-01 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-05 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 /128 R 

DRAFTED BY D/LOS:GTAFT:LS 

APPROVED BY S/AR:F,T .RICHARDSON 

D/LOS : ABERLIND 

S/AR:AGJAMES. GHALDRICH 

INR/RGE:RDHODGSON 

OES/OCA:JBROWN 

L/OES :MLHOINKES 

EA/K:FHMISCH 

EA/J:SMECTON 

DOD:FFEDELE 

036566 022352Z/64 

R 0220 16Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 288137 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: ROK 12-MILE LIMIT 

REF: (A) SEOUL 9343 (NOTAL), (B) SEOUL 8869, 
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1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES DETAILED EMBASSY REPORTING ON 
ROK 12-MILE LIMIT PLANS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE CURRENT 
THINKING OF ROKG ON KOREA STRAIT ISSUE AS REPORTED REF (A) 

AND ON CHEJU STRAIT. WE BELIEVE WE MUST ENSURE THAT ROKG 
UNDERSTANDS IMPORTANCE TO USG OF RETENTION OF A HIGH SEAS 
CORRIDOR IN BOTH STRAITS. 
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2. EMBASSY SHOULD REITERATE TO ROKG THAT USG CANNOT AGREE 
TO ADVANCE NOTICE REQUIREMENT FOR FOREIGN VESSELS INTENDING 
TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF INNOCENT PASSAGE AS REPORTED PARA 

6 REF (B). WHILE CERTAIN STATES PURPORT TO REQUIRE ADVANCE 
NOTICE, SUCH ADVANCE NOTIFICATION IS NOT RPT NOT SANCTIONED 
BY CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION 
ON THE TERRITORIAL SEA AND CONTIGUOUS ZONE, OR THE INFORMAL 
COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT (ICNT). 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO SEEK CLARIFICATIONS AND MAKE 
POINTS RAISED PARAS 1 AND 2 TO APPROPRIATE ROKG OFFICIALS. 
EMBASSY MAY ALSO STATE THAT IF ROKG MAKES CLAIMS WHICH 
ADVERSELY AFFECT NAVIGATION RIGHTS, AS IN PROPOSED 
LEGISLATION, USG WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE BUT PUBLICLY TO 
REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE SUCH CLAIMS. 

4. IF EMBASSY BELIEVES LEGISLATION MAY PASS WITH OBJEC- 
TIONABLE PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT WILL PREPARE FORMAL 
DEMARCHE TO BE PRESENTED TO ROKG. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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